the ¥ust

The Couples' Guide to a Vibrant and Romantic
Leaf Peeping Getaway in New England

Plus, see the best dates to view peak foliage this year.

Here's a not-so-hot take: There's nothing quite as magical as autumn in New England. As
summer fades into fall, the region's foliage transforms from emerald green to rich, vibrant
hues of red, orange and yellow. The colorful landscape makes for an unforgettable scene,
and it's precisely why leaf peeping in New England has become such a popular activity.

Each fall, travelers descend upon the East Coast's most popular hotspots for weekends
spent soaking up incredible, postcard-worthy vistas with pumpkin spice coffees and apple
cider donuts in hand.

If you're looking for a good autumnal date idea, one of our top recommendations is to take
a long weekend away to see the fall leaves in New England. Of course, that poses a few
questions. What are the best dates to go leaf peeping in New England? And where should
you stay? Take it from this editor who's been a lifelong East Coast resident: While planning
a northeast fall foliage trip does require some careful coordination, the payoff is well-
worth it. Here's a comprehensive guide to planning a romantic leaf peeping getaway with
your special someone this fall.



Where To Go Leaf Peeping in New England
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Simply put, there's not a bad place to go leaf peeping in New England. The region is
brimming with mountain towns and coastal cities that offer unbeatable views of vibrant
foliage (along with great cuisine and seasonal activities too). To help plan your romantic
getaway in New England, we've rounded up seven of the top places to see the fall leaves in
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. For each
location, we highlight the best time to see peak foliage, along with our top recs on where
to stay and things to do in the area.

Newport, Rhode Island

While it may be the smallest state in the US, Rhode Island's fall leaves certainly put on a
big show in the fall. Peak fall foliage hits Newport —one of the state's most popular
destinations —in mid-to-late October. When planning your New England leaf peeping trip
here, be sure to bring your car (or rent one), as some of the best views will come from a
road trip on Ocean Drive, otherwise known as the Newport Scenic Byway: a 10-mile stretch
that winds through the historic seaside town. When you're ready to sit back and let
someone else chauffeur you around, book a trolley ride with Viking Tours to see the city's
famed mansions in front of a colorful fall backdrop.

Where to stay: Castle Hill Inn; The Chanler at Cliff Walk; Hammetts Hotel



